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MY THOUGHTS...

Along with the approaching spring season 
(FINALLY!) is  one of my favorite events 
of the year- the Teacher of the Year gala. 
This is an exciting evening where we 
recognize ALL of the nominees  during an 
event that truly celebrates the teaching 

profession. The winner is announced at the very end of the 
program and then quickly begins his or her journey through 
the state Teacher of the Year process.  We have had seven of 
our CCPS Teachers of the Year become state finalists since 
2008, including Rhonda Asplen, who was named Maryland 
Teacher of the Year in 2013 and was also a National Finalist. 
We have quite a track record and I look forward to seeing the 
outcome of this year's process! I would like to congratulate 
each of the sixteen individuals nominated this year.

In other exciting news, I attended our first elementary 
basketball play-day last Saturday. The gymnasiums were full 
with attendees, the players had a great time, and the level of 
sportsmanship demonstrated was absolutely outstanding. 

This also happens to be the time of year that we are gearing 
up our advocacy efforts for support of our budget. Lori 
Hrinko, President of the Cecil County Classroom Teachers' 
Association, recently joined me for a video that we produced 
to share information about our budget request. I will also 
hold a parent information meeting on this topic on March 25 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Please join us in advocating for the full 
funding of our budget; our kids deserve it.

Thank you for your continued support of the students and 
staff of Cecil County Public Schools!

Sincerely,
Jeffrey A. Lawson, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 

Our Mission is to provide an excellent prekindergarten through graduation learning experience that enables ALL students to demonstrate the skills, knowledge, 
and attitudes required for lifelong learning and productive citizenship in an ever-changing global society.

@DrJalawson

TEACHER  OF  THE  YEAR  NOMINEES

We are pleased to announce that the following sixteen individuals are 
Teacher of the Year nominees. These teachers were nominated by 
principals, parents, and colleagues and will be recognized at the 2019 Cecil 
County Teacher of the Year Gala on April 2, 2019, where the winner will be 
announced. That individual will then move forward to participate in the 
Maryland Teacher of the Year process. 
Congratulations to each of this year's nominees! Anyone who would like to 
attend the gala can RSVP here.  

Jennifer Barry
Elkton Middle

Sarah Bitel
Perryville High

Morgan Cooper
Perryville Middle

Tahiya Cooper
North East Elementary

Catherine Edgecomb
Perryville Elementary

Sara Evans
Rising Sun Elementary

Stephanie Hartman
Elk Neck Elementary

Amy Holmes
Bainbridge Elementary

Afton Kreush
Bohemia Manor Middle

Shanea Mifflin
Elkton High

Tabitha Orner
Bay View Elementary

Josie Perry
Rising Sun High

Wendy Reyes
Holly Hall Elementary

David Rhoades
Elkton Middle

Lia Smith
Thomson Estates Elementary

Kelly Strawbridge
Gilpin Manor Elementary

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter on April 2 beginning at 5:30 p.m. for the 
Teacher of  the Year Gala posts including the announcement of  the winner 

at the end of  the program! 

https://goo.gl/forms/riImwC4iFpdhHJJ62
https://goo.gl/forms/riImwC4iFpdhHJJ62


As of today, students have missed a total of six 
instructional days due to closures for inclement 
weather. As a result, these missed days will be made up 
on the following previously designated inclement 
weather make-up days with the current last day of 
school for students scheduled for June 13.

On Monday evening, the Board of Education approved 
the calendar for the 2019-2020 school year; however,  
the construct of that calendar is subject to change 
pending legislative action that would occur within the 
next month. Should our calendar be affected by such 
changes, we will communicate that to families, staff, and the community as 
soon as possible. The current calendar can be found on the website at 
www.ccps.org. 

CCPS Public Information Office
410-996-5474

Cecil County Public Schools does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, gender 
and gender identity, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or disabling condition.

SOCIAL MEDIA SPOTLIGHT CALENDAR UPDATES

This video shared this week on CCPS social media 
features Dr. Lawson and Lori Hrinko, President of 
the Cecil County Classroom Teachers Association, 
as they discuss the FY20 budget proposal and how 
stakeholders can get involved to advocate for our 
schools and our students. Be sure to check out this 
brief video to learn more. The video can be viewed 
directly here: https:/ / youtu.be/ cgFSCgGOQXM. 

WELDING STUDENTS PROVIDE SOLUTION

Make-Up Days

March 22

April 18

April 23

May 24

June 12

June 13

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Follow Us!
@CCPSMD

More than 350 students participated in the elementary school 
basketball "play day" on Saturday, March 9. This is the first year for 
elementary school basketball and the response has been tremendous. 
While the program provides students with an additional 
extra-curricular opportunity, it also builds the culture of 
sportsmanship from an early age, as has the middle school sports 
program that has also included soccer (fall season) and unified track 
(spring).  A second play day will be held this Saturday, March 16, at 
all five high schools. Be sure to follow @ccpsathletics on Twitter for 
the latest news and updates on physical education and athletics in 
CCPS. 

When the Food & Nutrition staff at Gilpin Manor 
Elementary expressed concern that students were 
having trouble balancing the tray while trying to pick 
up their milk in the lunch line,  students in the 
welding program at the Cecil County School of 
Technology worked to develop this rest counter as a 
solution! It has worked great and similar pieces are in 
the works for several other schools!

http://www.ccps.org
https://youtu.be/cgFSCgGOQXM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cgFSCgGOQXM

